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1. Electorel Laws snd Regulationss:

4 telegraphic circulsr wee sent to Governors, lntendants, Cosmlssioners
and ¥eyors on Janusry 12 by the Ninigter of the Interior, Dr. Roberto
Urdaneta Arbelaes, regquesting eomplisnce with the Electorsl Law of 1946
whish requires dsily reports from 1ocal slectoral juries and fros inepec-
sors of veglstration. Irrsgulerities reported vould be corrscted by duly
constituted suthorities, {Bogots in Spenish to Colombis, Jan. 18, 1947).

O the eve of politiocal rallies in Medellin snd other eities of the Dep-
srtasat of Antioquie Coversor Dr. Jose Msris Bernsl prohibited indefinitely
politiecal mestings of all types. (Medellin in Spsnish to Colombiens Abrosd,
Jan, 25, 1947).

President Ospins Perez! preslection proclsmstion of March 8 addressed to
Governors, Intendants, end Commissioners appesls for orderly elections
and specifies that the Armed Forces, in sooperstion with the police, will

tee free balloting snd & respect for the decisions of the eitisens.
(Bogote in Spanish to Colombia, March 8, 1947) .

The Minister of ¥ar ancounced on Merch 12 that s-1diers would be stationed
throughout the nation to keep peace during the elections, and that "military
reinforcements® had been sent tc towns where politicsl disturbsnees "may

be expected.” {Bogota in Spamish to North snd South Americs, Msrch 12, 1947) .

Further regulations for elsction day benned politicsl gatherings near the
polling places, all spoken or written propagende, the carryigg of firesrms
or other weapons, and the sale of aleoholia drinks. Women and childrem would
not be sllowed mesr the polling plsces. (Bogote in Spanish to South Americes,
March 12, 1947).

Commissions of "Coneclliaticn and Guaraftee® were set up by decrse on Mareh 12
in the cspitals of each provinee to proteet eitizens exercising thelr right
of frenchise. The Conservatives, the Liberals, snd the Libersl Party of the
Peoyle were requested to designate representatives to thage three-maa eomm-
1ssicns. {Bogots im Spenish to Colombis, March 12, 1947) .
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« Party Prinniploz and Ssin Issuesy

;ﬁg;ﬁ:n;gng&&zg_gggﬁ;; Pr. Lsureanc Gomes, leader of the party, returned
rom an extensive speaking tour of the country on January 15 and led whet
spperently was &n active campaign. No politicsl speeches were monitored,

" however. Disunity of the Liberasl Party was one of the main themesm of the
Censervetive press.

ations President Qspine Perex, nmember of the Conservetive Party,
psged that the Goverament would maintasin complete neutrality

in the eaapuigu; that 1t vas "inddifferent® to the final results of the cntest,

in kaeplng with the inslterable poliey of netional unity.

ins PREty: Dr. Edusrdo Sentor, leader of the party, togetber with
+ g 3¢rim Eehand&s, leunched the campalgn esrly in January. In & keynote
address Jantos polnted out that *the only danger to the Libersl Party is
not the Conservatlive Party, but the dlsunity® of the Liberals. Throughout
the following csmpaign period Bantistas made concilistory overtures to the
Galtanist fsotiocn.

Ihe Liberal Purty of the Peoples A 52~-point progrum drewn up a2t the Gaitsnist
Liberal Convention Lfucluded the following prineiples: ¥omen sus? be sllowed

to vote and hold office, demcoracy must be upheld, popular slecti ns zust be
held for Deparimental Governors snd certain classes of mayors, the immigratiom
of technicians must be organised, the land laws must be changed, health and
sanitation messures sust be provided, and diplomatic careers must be establishsd,

In the intermaiicnal ield the program s proved the Good Neighbor pcliey
and procleimed the mecessity of msintalning gaad relatlons with the United
Btates of Amsrica.

{Posteleetion press dispetehes revosl enother Gsitsuist policy; collsboretion
with the pressat Government).

{Bogote in Bpsanish Morse to the Americss, Jam. 21, i947).

f {smi of both feotions were united in
upyaslna'tha repiucan&nt of Libersl public services pecsonnel »ith
Congervatives ut the beginning of the yerr. For & time it was bellesved
that the unsnimous disapprovel of perty leaders and the combined
Libersl press »ould lead to & reconciliation.

g Repultss Offieisl results announced by the Unlted Press on
7 sre; Liberals, 789,256, of whum 442,480 were for the Gaitanist
cendidetes and 346,776 for the officiel party; Conservaiives, 641,155,

e

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2002/08/06 : CIA-RDP78-03097A000100030124-3



Approved For Rglease 2002/08[06 : Clcow OOMﬁT‘

3. Postelection Developmentss FT(IL ﬁl-
Pending the announcement on March 23 of officisl election returns, vietory
wap gonseded to the Liberals »ith s mejority of the vote of the Gellanist
fastion of the party., The distributlon of sests in the Senate and Chamber
was eatimateds Zenste- Liberals, 33, Conservatives, 28; Chasber- Liberuls,
%%, Conssrvatives, 57. {Bogota in 8panish to North snd South Americs,
Barch 20, 1947).

Palitice] Claghes: Despite = brosdcest of March 16 which stated thet
Minister of the Interior Fobertc Urdsneta Arbelaez had sonounced =t the
elose of the voting that elections hed taken place *in perfect order,”
(LRS, Buenos Alres in Spenish to Argentina, Merch 16, 1947} press re crts
of vielm#t were quoted on the radic on March 17. EL TIENPO ~— owned by
Santop— ptated that thers wers 150 injursd and 11 dead se the result of
imeidents in "verious reglons of Colombia.® (Montevideo in Spznish to
Srugusy, Narch 17, 1947).

Othar press ascounts of violence located the aress in the Deparimentx of
warine inm Peeto, La Union, and Iplales. Femilles reportedly were fleeing
saross the Ecusdoram border, (Bogota in Spanish to Letin America, March
17, 1947). (Nothing further to substantlate these re -ris wss monitorsd).

A dispeteh from Cell on Hareh 24 re.crted the heavy stoning® of the
Conservative nevspaper DIARIO DEL PACIFICO, whieh jourpsl had been helittled
in 8 report of the Liberal Governor of the Department of Valle. (Aszoelsted
Press, Meroh 24, 1947).

The Montevidoo nexgpeper FL PAIB prelsed the orderly Colomblen electionas
snd gtated that the ®signs of normsley® were "broken only oceasionslly
Yy some individus) excesses or irregulerities.® {(Buemos iirce in Bpsalsh
sorse to Latin Americs, Mareh 31, 1947).

1gigy In order to leave President Ospins free to reorganise
bhe fovernasnt in accordence with the election results, the folloelng six
¥inlsters resigned from the Cabinet on March 25: Carles Losano, Forelgn
iffaire; Carlop Sens de Santamaris, Werj Robert Marulande, Zeonomyj

Blag Berrera Anzoategul, Lador; Tullo Enrique Teascon, Mines; Jorge Bejarano,
Health. {Bogots in Bpanish Morge to Latin Ameries, Merch 25, 1947). Rusors
that the remaining six members, who represent the kidwx Congervative Party
in the Cabinet, would resign for the seme reason ¢mtinue to be denied in

prese dispatches.

The Gaitanist publication JORNADA e:neldered the move "logiesl,® since the
Libersl Ministers "have not only been up 1n the air without snything fire
to stend on, bu 4 they know the elear desire of thedr perty in regard %o
their presencs in the Cablnet.? (Bogotsa in Spsnish Worse to Leiin imerica,
Narch 26, 1947).At the seme time, Geltan waa reivrted to be meintelning s
firm stend on his noncollsboration policy teward the Dspina Governamsat.
Eatters ware gt g stendstill until sfter the Faster holidsys, but LA RAZON
reported that Libersl Hinlsters were prepared to bresk with the government
4f the Libersl salority iz not recognised. (Bogota in Spanish Horse to Scuth
Americs, March 25, 1947). In announcing his depurture for Furcope towdrd the
ond of April, former President Sentos denied thet he niamned to live sbroad
and ststed t%ﬁh he would return in from four to eix monthas, JORNADA quoted
Fautnol PAIOVES FOLRAISMSRPO)RNG: C10IRDPIH:E30RZAP00d 00530424n3 »nc from
40 lesdership of the Libersl Party, thus relinguishing bis power in the
et rmantore saiorlty iust voted into offtce, (AP, Harch 24, 1947).
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‘ oorts are that "politicsl oircles bellave that President
myia? :ﬁsﬁwwmt will bop:urg;uud this week. The mz::::*
resignation has besn pending sinee before Holy Wesk. mmm“ vﬂm 1e
Angel, who represented Colombie in the UNO, cams to aegaw S
sppointment as Minister of Bducation, bdut he has pever o poss
of the post becsuss of the resigmatiesa.

e zussses Lasarded by the papers as to the 1ikely
sonstitu gat‘:ha asw oabinet, we find the supposition that Ea;t:u
Augel will be named Foreign Minister and that Chsncellor Carles Losano
y Losano will becone Minister of Tdusation. Mthoritative peraons fay
thst nothing definite onu be forecast en the new oabinet, m:t they
belisve that most of the present Hinisters will be reramed.

(Bogets in Spanish Morse to South Aseries, April 8, 1947).
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